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A valuable book for the purpose of training and education in prostheticsfor which it was intendedthis is also very interesting reading for every professional involved in the care and rehabilitation of amputees.
The first of an intended series of books on prosthetic training it is divided into four major categories; I Amputee Rehabilitation considerations; I1 Trans-tibial Prosthetics; I11 Syme's Prosthetics;
IV Partial Foot Prosthetics.
In each of these sections the text is provided by the health professional most intimately involved with the amputee during the described process, thus providing an in-depth, concise knowledge.
The first section, which deals with rehabilitation considerations addresses the issue of the psycho-social impact of amputation. A consideration too often over-looked or misunderstood. This section deals clearly and compassionately with the various emotional stages experienced by the amputee. Beginning with the initial reactions of "Shock", "Denial" and "Anger" it continues through to the final desired stage of "Acceptance". It gives realistic examples of the treatment for any appropriate interaction with the amputee during each of the various stages. With that information established the reader is then led through a succinct presentation of the "Team Approach", "Post-operative Care", "Biomechanical considerations of the Phases of Gait" followed by a section on "Pathological Gait Characteristics". It finishes with a section on "Physiotherapy and Gait Training". This first section of the book is necessary information for prosthetic students. Interesting reading for associated professionals and beneficial insight information for family members and friends of recent amputees.
Sections Two and Three present the clinical and. practical approaches to below-knee and Syme's level prosthetics, respectively. Beginning with surgical indications and procedures and continuing step-by-step through cast and measurement, cast modification, alignment, and temporary fitting techniques of various prosthetic designs.
Additionally, it outlines biomechanical considerations of socket fit and alignment and addresses the issue of problem-solving. Each phase is well complemented by a series of clear, clean technical drawings.
In the fourth and final section. Partial foot Prosthetics, the reader may be disappointed by a lack of content. While the format remains the same as for below-knee and Syme's level prosthetics, the entire section is but ten pages long and describes the four basic levels of partial foot amputations, casting procedures, cast modification and (very) basic prosthetic designs. While the quality of the information provided is good, the quantity of variable designs and updated materials is lacking in this chapter.
In a total and final assessment of this book I can say that every school of prosthetics would be well advised to use this book as a teachng tool and any prosthetic facility interested in a multi-faceted resource information for staff members and associated professionals will find it beneficial. Dipl. -1ng. Wieland Kaphingst Director Federal School of Orthopaedic Technology Dortmund, Germany
